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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments witli respect to claim 6-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Motohashi et al. US 2003/0202782 A1 and further in view of Hosoda et al. 5,754,508. 

Regarding claim 6, Motohashi et al. teach an information recording apparatus 
comprising: a writing device capable of writing record information onto an information 
recording medium (1 of Fig. 1 , [0079] - [0080]) comprising: first recording layer (2 of 
Fig. 1 , [0081]); a first controlling device (13 of Fig. 1 , [0084]) for controlling said writing 
device to continuously write the record information into the first recording layer ([0086] 
CPU used to perform recording); a second controlling device (13 of Fig. 1, [0084]) for 
controlling said writing device to write a predetermined amount of buffer data on an 
outer circumferential side of the record information written in the first recording layer 
([0086], controls operations performed by the CPU, Lead Out of Fig. 3, [0090], Buffer 
Zone of Fig. 5); and a third controlling device for controlling said writing device to add 
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buffer data on an outer circumferential side of the predetermined amount of buffer data 
(13 of Fig. 1 [0086], Fig. 8, [0101] - [0108], 235 of Fig. 13, [0112] buffer zone maybe 
added after the outer session). Motohashi et al. fail to teach a second recording layer. 

Hosoda et al. teach an information recording apparatus with the optical disc with 
two layers of information (Figs. 1-3, Col 3 Line 52 - Col 4 Line 13) and the recording of 
information on the disc can occur simultaneously (Fig. 3, Col 4 Lines 30-41). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
the information recording apparatus as taught by Motohashi et al. with the teaching of 
including two recording layers on an optical disc as taught by Hosoda et al. as a whole, 
to include two recording layers on the optical disc for the benefit of simultaneous 
recording. 

Regarding claim 7, Motohashi et al. teach the information recording apparatus 
according to claim 6, wherein said second controlling device (13 of Fig. 1, [0086]) 
responds to a first border close instruction after the record information is recorded over 
the first recording layer (Fig. 8 [0101] - [0108]). Motohashi et al. fail to teach a second 
recording layer. 

Hosoda et al. teach an information recording apparatus with the optical disc with 
two layers of information (Figs. 1-3, Col 3 Line 52 - Col 4 Line 13) and the recording of 
information on the disc can occur simultaneously (Fig. 3, Col 4 Lines 30-41 ). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
the information recording apparatus as taught by Motohashi et al. with the teaching of 
including two recording layers on an optical disc as taught by Hosoda et al. as a whole. 
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to include two recording layers on the optical disc for the benefit of simultaneous 
recording. 

Regarding claim 8, . The information recording apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein said third controlling device responds to a finalize instruction. 

Regarding claim 9, . An information recording method in an information recording 
apparatus comprising: a writing device capable of writing record information onto an 
information recording medium comprising first and second recording layers, said 
information recording method comprising: a first controlling process of controlling said 
writing device to continuously write the record information into the first and second 
recording layers; a second controlling process of controlling said writing device to write 
a predetermined amount of buffer data on an outer circumferential side of the record 
information written in the first and second recording layers; and a third controlling 
process of controlling said writing device to add buffer data on an outer circumferential 
side of the predetermined amount of buffer data. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kezhen Shen whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1815. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571 ) 272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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